A century of limnological research in the
Historical Archive of the CNR ISE
Since 2010, the Historical Archive of the Italian Institute of
Ecosystem Studies has been subject to an extensive rearrangement and improvement program. The Archive
contains original documents (such as letters, administrative
documents, notarial deeds, drawings and prints,
photographic plates, photographs) recording the scientific
and administrative activities from the foundation of the
Institute (1938) till its annexation to the Italian National
Research Council (1977). Furthermore, it hosts some
material documenting studies that were conducted in the first
decades of the XIX Century, mainly by Marco De Marchi
(1872-1936), a pioneer of limnology in Italy, and Edgardo
Baldi (1899-1951), the first director of the Institute. This
collection is a cornerstone of more than a century of
scientific research in limnology, which also benefitted from
frequent international contacts with scientists and ecological
associations. The reorganization of the material in the
Historical Archive was planned in consultation with the
Soprintendenza Archivistica of the Piedmont Region, which
is the legal authority responsible for the public archives in
the Piedmont Region. Beginning in 2012, the information
contained in the Archive has been digitized using the
software xDams, an open version software source of
Regesta©. In 2014, part of the digitized material was made
available on the web site : http://www.ise.cnr.it/archivio.
These activities were conducted thanks to the contribution of
the Fondazione Cassa Risparmio di Torino and Fondazione
Comunitaria VCO, which funded two temporary staff for the
reorganisation of the Historical Archive, including the
physical preservation and digitalisation of the documents.
These activities are part of the CNR mission within the
European Digital Agenda, and the CNR contribution to the
development of scientific thought.
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